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“ The Jesus Centre 

changed my direc-

tion in life

– Brad ”

Jesus Centres are already 
making a vast difference 
to the lives of many 
people.

Ali
Ali came to the Bridge at Coventry 
Jesus Centre as an asylum seeker 
with no support, roofl ess and 
addicted to drugs. He got his 
basic needs met here and called 
it ‘home’. He stayed with a friend 
that he met here and got himself 
off drugs. He came to the church 
and became a Christian; he was 
dramatically healed of serious 
stomach problems. We got him 
into his own accommodation. 
He has become a trained and 
valuable volunteer, working in the 
kitchen. Recently he also obtained 
an accreditation for literacy at the 
class which he has attended here 
for many months. His comment: 
‘I am very happy’.

Donna
Donna started drinking at an 
early age and had developed 
a bad drinking problem, using 
alcohol to block out her bad 
memories. She fi rst visited the 
Jesus Centre for advice and help 
to fi nd accommodation and is 
now enrolled in two life skills 
courses. The Jesus Centre has 
changed Donna’s life and made 
her a stronger person; her friends 
there have given her the courage 
to start again.

Ian
Ian was homeless, living rough 
and selling the Big Issue. He has 
visited the Jesus Centre for a long 
time. Sometimes he has fallen 
out with people there, but overall 
the friendship has survived. Jesus 
Centre volunteers took him to 
hospital when he was ill, visited, 
and picked him up on release and 
helped him get further medical 
help. Then they managed to get 
him into rented accommodation 
and Support Worker, Val, has 
worked hard at supporting his 
tenancy, liaising with Housing 
Benefi t and the landlord. Ian says, 
‘You lot have helped me a lot’.

people...

The doormen: two satisfi ed clients at the Northampton Jesus Centre
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“ The Jesus 

Centre makes 

you feel like a 

human being 

again

 – Paul”

what are Jesus Centres?
Jesus Centres are places 
where the love of Jesus 
is expressed daily in 
worship, friendship and 
care for every type of 
person. Currently we have 
Jesus Centres in Coventry 
and Northampton, with 
a third Centre due to 
open in the West End of 
London around the end 
of 2006. We expect that 
eventually Jesus  Centres 
will be found in many 
major towns and cities 
around the UK.

• To provide Jesus Centres in 
towns and cities around the 
UK, with a Christian ethos and 
atmosphere which are a positive 
addition to the services and 
facilities available in the locality.

• To build capacity on a holistic 
“whole person” basis by offering 
training and specifi c facilities to 
increase life skills.

• To address all kinds of needs 
including social, practical and 
spiritual.

• To provide a caring and 
listening service available to any, 
without prejudice.

• To provide a “gateway” to other 
agencies and service providers 
and work constructively with 
them to complement their 
services.

• To use the skills, experience 
and availability of volunteers to 
benefi t the volunteers themselves.

• To give a high quality and user-
friendly service for many people 
to participate in and benefi t from.

the Heartcry 
Vision

Easy as pie: Isabel, a council nutritionist, teaches a cookery class at Coventry Jesus Centre
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more about Jesus Centres...

Places of care 
and help
The homeless and disadvantaged 
fi nd a particular welcome at 
Jesus Centres. We offer a hand of 
friendship and a listening ear as 
well as functioning as a “gateway“ 
to other services and agencies in 
the locality.
Jesus Centres provide washing 
facilities, second hand clothing, 
hair cutting and other amenities.
Active listening, medical facilities, 
life skills and ICT training are also 
available at various times during 
the week.

“The drop-in is great 

and there’s support 

if you need it

- Liz ”

Christian 
centres 
with a social 
emphasis
Typically, Jesus Centres feature a 
café, lounge area and information 
point.
Reasonably priced food is usually 
available as well as access to ICT 
facilities, counselling and training 
rooms.
People can drop in to meet 
friends and have a cup of coffee 
or just pause in a busy day for a 
few quiet moments in the prayer 
room.

Worship 
centres
Most Jesus Centres will, like 
Coventry and Northampton, 
be places where the local Jesus 
Fellowship Church meets and 
worships, with a daily programme 
of church and social events at the 
Centres. The buildings will also 
contain several other meeting 
rooms, which will be available for 
use by other groups.

The pen is mightier: a literacy class at Coventry Jesus Centre
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“My own struggle 
with depression 
helped me to re-
late to people’s 
problems. I am 
believed in by 
people here and 
that has meant a 
lot for me. 
- Val, Coventry 
Jesus Centre 
Support Worker

”

Manager, 
Piers, says:
The Jesus Centre touches many 
lives. We have met over 2,500 
different people in the drop-in 
since opening. Over the last 
year, people have taken about 
1,000 showers and had about 
1,500 lots of free clothing, used 
the phone about 1,200 times 
and the Bridge computer 800 
times… The cooked breakfast 
for 50p is a real winner. (It 
actually costs us about £1 to 
produce.) We have served over 
22,000 breakfasts since opening 
in April, 2002.
Our 70 or so volunteers and 
13 staff (mainly part-time) are 
also benefi tting from playing a 
part here. They gain confi dence, 
friendships, training and as one 
put it simply, ‘I like joining in 
with everyone’.8 9



“I had gone through 

a lot. I thought I 

had come to this 

world to suffer. I 

thought; ‘This is it’, 

but now I’ve found 

real freedom and 

real life. I’m part of 

a supportive 

family; I have 

peace which I 

didn’t have before. 

– Tomasia ”

london...

Project 
Manager, 
Rob, says:
Empty rooms and empty desks, 
challenges and opportunities: 
the space available for the 
London Jesus Centre is just 
waiting to be filled! As we 
research the many needs of our 
area and plan the services we 
will offer I am excited by the 
potential that this amazing 
location offers to the team of 
committed people who will be 
at the heart of the third Jesus 
Centre.

In 2005, the Jesus 
Fellowship purchased a 
large residential building, 
formerly a convent, near 
Oxford Circus in London. 
Jesus Army Charitable 
Trust is to rent most of the 
ground and lower fl oors 
to accommodate a Jesus 
Centre, which is due to open 
in late 2006. This exciting 
project will bring the third 
Jesus Centre right into the 
heart of London, based 
on a remarkable building 
with a valuable history.
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“ The Jesus 

Centre is a safe 

and peaceful 

place to be. 

I’ve met many 

friends and 

found faith in 

God as a result 

of coming here. 

– Marcus ”
range 

 Many 
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“

who runs the Jesus Centres?

Jason appreciates 

the mentoring  

service. 

It has been helpful 

meeting someone 

on a regular basis 

to talk through 

various things and 

it is nice to talk in 

a relaxed 

atmosphere 

– Jason
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Jesus Centres are run by the Jesus 
Army Charitable Trust (JACT). The 
Heartcry Appeal has been set up 
to raise fi nance for this project.
Jesus Centres are the initiative 
of the Jesus Fellowship Church 
(modern JESUS army). Jesus 
Fellowship Church is an 
evangelical Christian church with 
a charismatic emphasis. It is part 
of the Multiply Christian Network 
and a member of the Evangelical 
Alliance UK. 
The modern JESUS army (mJa) 
is the outreach identity of 
Jesus Fellowship Church. For 
over 30 years the Church has 
been working to help people in 
backgrounds of addiction, poverty 
and homelessness. In particular 
the mJa seeks to help the 
marginalised and disadvantaged 
to fi nd stability, friendship and a 
place in society.

What is the 
ethos?
Christians believe that God loves 
all people. The services provided 
in the Centres will demonstrate 
this fact in welcoming and 
serving everyone regardless of 
race, age, belief or background.

How are we 
doing?
With Coventry Jesus Centre 
well established since 2002, 
Northampton Jesus Centre 
fully launched in 2004 and the 
London Jesus Centre due to 
open around the end of 2006, 
the vision is proving a success. 
Thousands of people have been 
touched by the work of these 
Centres – whether visitors, 
volunteers, staff or supporters. 

You
can help us to help others 
through the Jesus Centres 
(see back cover for details).

”
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Hayley and Sherniel are mother 
and son - both homeless.
They often use the Jesus Centre 
for food, showers, clothing and 
friendship. You can help us to 
help people like Hayley and 
Sherniel by making a donation. 
We are grateful for all gifts, 
whether large or small. You can 
contact us at the address below. 

Donations on the Net
For making donations on the Net 
visit our website at:
gifts.jesuscentre.org.uk

Legacies and wills
For information on this special 
form of giving, phone the number 
below or write to us for details.

Ushopugive
Shop online and help others. A 
vast range of UK retailers will 
give to the Jesus Army Charitable 
Trust when you shop online 
through UshopUgive. Visit 
shop.jesuscentre.org.uk

For more information please 
contact: Heartcry Appeal, 
Jesus Army Charitable Trust, 
Nether Heyford, Northampton 
NN7 3LB 
t: 0845 166 8174 
f: 0845 166 8178  
e: info@jesuscentre.org.uk 
www.jesuscentre.org.uk

Registered Charity Number: 1091912

how you can help
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